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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barroux (US Pat No: US005923850A) in view of Ries et al (US Pat No: 
US006061724), hereafter referred to as Barroux and Ries, respectively. 

1 . With regards to claim 1 , Barroux teaches through Ries, a system for management of 
a network of devices and resources available to the devices via a computer network, 
comprising: a network directory defining a network topology of nodes 
corresponding to the network of devices and defining policies corresponding to and 
to be enforced upon the resources available to the devices; a policy orchestrator 
server in communication with the network directory, the policy orchestrator server 
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being adapted to deternnine a hierarchical tree structure containing the nodes based 
upon location of each node in the network topology, determine a policy for each 
node in the hierarchical tree structure, and communicate said policy to the 
corresponding node; and an agent corresponding to each device in the network of 
devices, the agent being in communication with the policy orchestrator server and 
the resources corresponding to the device, the agent being adapted to receive data 
from the policy orchestrator server and to enforce the policies corresponding to the 
resources, wherein the policies corresponding to the resources of each device are 
selectively inherited along the hierarchical tree structure 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. A 
GUI is provided to view the network from a hierarchical level (topology) (column 4, 
lines 49-52, Barroux). Barroux's design also allows for policy defining and enforcing 
(column 3, line 64 - column 4, line 14, Barroux). This includes the search of the 
network and policy handling techniques claimed. In addition, Barroux's design has 
agents within each device to assist in monitoring and managing the network (column 
3, lines 41-53, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited 
policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
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combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

2. With regards go claim 2, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, further comprising a 
management console in communication with the network directory and the policy 
orchestrator server for providing a user interface, the management console being 
adapted to selectively display 5 the hierarchical tree structure and the policies stored 
in the network directory 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. A 
GUI is provided to view the network from a hierarchical level (topology) (column 4, 
lines 49-52, Barroux). In addition, Barroux teaches how the GUI is a an interface for 
managing (management console) (column 3, lines 24-40, Barroux). However, 
Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
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performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

3. With regards to claim 3, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein the 
management console dynamically determines the policy of a selected node of the 
hierarchical tree structure 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, Barroux), hence 
they are determined dynamically. However, Barroux does not teach the use of 
inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 



4. With regards to claim 4, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein the 
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management console dynamically determines the policy of the selected node by 
reading the policies of nodes along a path of nodes from a root of the hierarchical 
tree structure to the selected node and wherein the management console overwrites 
previously, written policies upon reading conflicting policies at each node along the 
path of nodes 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, Barroux), hence 
they are determined dynamically. In addition, it is inherent that nodes will be check 
along the hierarchical path. Barroux's design checks nodes individually along the 
network path (column 14, lines 25- column 18, line 21, Barroux). However, Barroux 
does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

5. With regard to claim 5, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein the 
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management console dynamically determines the policy of the selected node by 
reading from the policies of the selected node up to the policies of a root of the 
hierarchical tree structure 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, Barroux), hence 
they are determined dynamically. However, Barroux does not teach the use of 
inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

6. With regards to claim 6, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein each policy 
is selected from the group consisting of a configuration rule and a scheduled task 
(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The administrative database contains a database of the policies that are enforceable 
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and hence the policy can be selected as claimed (column 3, line 54 - column 4, line 
10, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

7. With regards go claim 7, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein at least one 
policy is a scheduled task and wherein the agent causes performance of the task 
when the scheduled task is to be performed 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The policies of Barroux's design are scheduled tasks (column 3, line 54 - column 4, 
line 10, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
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been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

8. With regards to claim 8, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein the policy 
orchestrator server includes a software repository adapted to be selectively, 
transmitted to the device via the agent corresponding to the device 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
Barroux's design has a software repository and allows for the software to be 
delivered and installed into the network devices (column 1 1 , line 40 - column 14, 
line 22, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 
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9. With regards to claim 9, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein the policy 
orchestrator server includes an agent installation module adapted to be transmitted to 
the device for installation of the corresponding agent on the device 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
Barroux's design has a software repository and allows for the software to be 
delivered and installed into the network devices (column 11, line 40 - column 14, 
line 22, Barroux). An agent must be present for such a process to occur as claimed. 
However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

10. With regards to claim 10, Barroux teaches through Ries, the system for 
management of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, 
wherein each agent includes a task execution component for causing performance 
of a scheduled task at a scheduled time, a policy enforcement component for 
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enforcing policies applicable to resources of the corresponding device, a property 
collection component for collecting and storing properties of the corresponding 
resources of the device and for transmitting the properties to the policy orchestrator 
server, and an event collection component for collecting and storing event data and 
for transmitting the event data to the policy orchestrator server 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
Barroux's design has a software repository and allows for the software to be 
delivered and installed into the network devices (column 11, line 40 - column 14, 
line 22, Barroux). An agent must be present for such a process to occur as claimed. 
In addition, Barroux's design allows for scheduled tasks (column 3, line 64 - column 
4, line 13, Barroux) and device property retrieval and storage as claimed (column 14, 
line 25 - column 18, line 21 , Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of 
inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 
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1 1 .With regards to claim 1 1 , Barroux teaches through Ries a method for management 
of a network of devices and resources available to the devices via a computer 
network, comprising: determining a hierarchical tree structure based upon locations 
of devices in a network topology, each device being a node in the hierarchical tree 
structure; determining policies for each node in the hierarchical tree structure to be 
enforced by an agent corresponding to each node, the agent being in 
communication with the device and the resources corresponding to the device; and 
communicating the policy to the corresponding agent; and wherein the policies 
corresponding to the resources of each device are selectively inherited along the 
hierarchical tree structure of the network directory 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. A 
GUI is provided to view the network from a hierarchical level (topology) (column 4, 
lines 49-52, Barroux). Barroux's design also allows for policy defining and enforcing 
(column 3, line 64 - column 4, line 14, Barroux). This includes the search of the 
network and policy handling techniques claimed. In addition, Barroux's design has 
agents within each device to assist in monitoring and managing the network (column 
3, lines 41-53, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited 
policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 



Application/Control Number: 09/755,525 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2143 

been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the tinrie of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

12. With regards to claim 12, Barroux teaches through Reis, the method for 

management of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, further 
comprising enforcing the polices by the agent upon the corresponding device and 
resources available to the device 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
Barroux's design has the policies enforce by agents, as in all network monitoring or 
managing systems (column 3, line 24 - column 4, line 19, Barroux). However, 
Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 
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13. With regards to claim 13, Barroux teaches through Ries, the method for 
management of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, further 
comprising: transmitting an agent installation package to the corresponding device; 
installing the agent on the device; and transmitting a message by the agent to the 
policy orchestrator server, the message containing properties of the device, the 
agent being adapted to enforce the policies corresponding to the resources 
contained in the network directory 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The agents in network monitoring/managing systems have to installed, as they are in 
Barroux's design and as claimed (column 11, lines 40-48, Barroux). However, 
Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

14. With regards to claim 14, Barroux teaches through Ries, the method management of 
computer application via a computer network, further comprising selectively 
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displaying the hierarchical tree structure and the policies stored in the network 
directory by a nnanagement console in communication with the network directory and 
the policy orchestrator server, the management console providing a user interface 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. A 
GUI is provided to view the network from a hierarchical level (topology) (column 4, 
lines 49-52, Barroux). In addition, Barroux teaches how the GUI is a an interface for 
managing (management console) (column 3, lines 24-40, Barroux). However, 
Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

15. With regards to claim 15, Barroux teaches through Ries, the method management of 
computer application via a computer network, further comprising dynamically 
determining the policy of a selected node of the hierarchical tree structure by the 
management console 
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(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, Barroux), hence 
they are determined dynamically. However, Barroux does not teach the use of 
inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

16. With regards to claim 16, Barroux teaches through Ries, the method management of 
computer application via a computer network, wherein the dynamic determining 
includes reading policies of nodes along a path of nodes from a root of the 
hierarchical tree structure down to the selected node and overwriting previously 
written policies upon reading conflicting policies at each node along the path of 
nodes 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, Barroux), hence 
they are determined dynamically. In addition, it is inherent that nodes will be check 
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along the hierarchical path. Barroux's design checks nodes individually along the 
network path (column 14, lines 25 - column 18, line 21, Barroux). However, Barroux 
does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

17. With regards to claim 17, Barroux teaches through Ries, the method management 
of computer application via a computer network, wherein the dynamic determining 
includes reading policies of nodes along a path of nodes from the policies of the 
selected node up to the policies of a root of the hierarchical tree structure 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, Barroux), hence 
they are determined dynamically. However, Barroux does not teach the use of 
inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 
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While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

18. With regards to claim 18, Barroux teaches through Ries, the method for 
management of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein 
each policy is selected from the group consisting of a configuration rule and a 
scheduled task 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The administrative database contains a database of the policies that are enforceable 
and hence the policy can be selected as claimed (column 3, line 54 - column 4, line 
10, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
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performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 

19. With regards to claim 19, Barroux teaches through Ries, a method for management 
of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, wherein when the policy 
is a scheduled task, further comprising causing performance of the task by the agent 
when the scheduled task is to be performed 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
The administrative database contains a database of the policies that are enforceable 
and hence the policy can be selected as claimed (column 3, line 54 - column 4, line 
10, Barroux). The task inherently is performed as claimed, or else there is no 
purpose to having the task. However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited 
policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though does 
allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would have 
been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to have 
combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring 
performance and monitoring service quality within an information system (column 2, 
lines 62-65, Ries)). 
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20. With regards to claim 20, Barroux teaches through Ries, a method for 
management of a network of devices and resources via a computer network, 
further comprising selectively transmitting data from a software repository of the 
policy orchestrator server to the device via the agent corresponding to the device 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. Barroux's design has with software transferred to the network device 
through the agent (column 11, line 40 - column 14, line 23, Barroux). However, 
Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' 
design disclose methods for network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches 
the use of inherited policies. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, 
during the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with 
those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring performance and monitoring 
service quality within an information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

21 . With regards to claim 21 , Barroux teaches a method for management of a 
network of devices and resources via a computer network, further comprising 
transmitting an agent installation module by the policy orchestrator server to the 
device for installation of the corresponding agent on the device 
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(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. Barroux's design has a software repository and allows for the 
software to be delivered and installed into the network devices (column 1 1 , line 
40 - column 14, line 22, Barroux). An agent must be present for such a process 
to occur as claimed. However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited 
policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 



design disclose methods for network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches 
the use of inherited policies. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, 
during the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with 
those of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring performance and monitoring 
service quality within an information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

22. With regards to claim 22, Barroux teaches through Ries, a computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources available to the 
devices via a computer network, comprising: computer code that determines a 
hierarchical tree structure based upon locations of devices in a network topology, 
each device being a node in the hierarchical tree structure; computer code that 
determines policies for each node in the hierarchical tree structure to be 
enforced by an agent corresponding to each node, the agent being in 



While both Barroux's design and Ries' 
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communication with the device and the resources corresponding to the device; 
and computer code that communicates the policy to the corresponding agent; 
wherein the policies corresponding to the resources of each device are 
selectively inherited along the hierarchical tree structure of the network directory; 
and a computer readable medium that stores said computer codes 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. A GUI is provided to view the network from a hierarchical level 
(topology) (column 4, lines 49-52, Barroux). Barroux's design also allows for 
policy defining and enforcing (column 3, line 64 - column 4, line 14, Barroux). 
This includes the search of the network and policy handling techniques claimed. 
In addition, Barroux's design has agents within each device to assist in 
monitoring and managing the network (column 3, lines 41-53, Barroux). 
However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries* design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 



design disclose methods for network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the 
use of inherited policies. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, 
during the time of the invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those 
of Barroux, for the purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service 
quality within an information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 



While both Barroux's design and Ries' 
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23. With regards to claim 23, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, further comprising computer code that enforces the polices upon the 
corresponding device and resources available to the device 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. Barroux's design has the policies enforce by agents, as in all network 
monitoring or managing systems (column 3, line 24 - column 4, line 19, Barroux). 
However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

24. With regards to claim 24, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, further comprising: computer code that transmits an agent installation 
package to the corresponding device; computer code that installs the agent on 
the device; and computer code that transmits a message by the agent to the 
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policy orchestrator server, the message containing properties of the device, 
the agent being adapted to enforce the policies corresponding to the resources 
contained in the network directory 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. The agents in network monitoring/managing systems have to 
installed, as they are in Barroux's design and as claimed (column 1 1 , lines 40-48, 
Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to 
have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of 
measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an information 
system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

25. With regard to claim 25, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, further comprising computer code that selectively displays the 
hierarchical tree structure and the policies stored in the network directory in 
communication with the network directory and the policy orchestrator server, the 
management console providing a user interface 
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(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. A GUI is provided to view the network from a hierarchical level 
(topology) (column 4, lines 49-52, Barroux). In addition, Barroux teaches how 
the GUI is a an interface for managing (management console) (column 3, lines 
24-40, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

26. With regards to claim 26, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, further comprising computer code that dynamically determines the 
policy of a selected node of the hierarchical tree structure by the management 
console 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, 
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Barroux), hence they are determined dynamically. However, Barroux does not 
teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

27. With regards to claim 27, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, wherein the computer code that dynamically determines includes 
computer code that reads policies of nodes along a path of nodes from a root of 
the hierarchical tree structure down to the selected node and computer code that 
overwrites previously written policies upon reading conflicting policies at each 
node along the path of nodes 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, 
Barroux), hence they are determined dynamically. In addition, it is inherent that 
nodes will be check along the hierarchical path. Barroux's design checks nodes 



t 
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individually along the network path (column 1 4, lines 25 - column 1 8, line 21 , 
Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

28. With regards to claim 28, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, wherein the computer code that dynamically determines includes 
computer code that reads policies of nodes along a path of nodes from the 
policies of the selected node up to the policies of a root of the hierarchical tree 
structure 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. The processes to be performed are computed (column 4, line 3, 
Barroux), hence they are determined dynamically. However, Barroux does not 
teach the use of inherited policies. 
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Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux^s design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

29. With regards to claim 29, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, wherein each policy is selected from the group consisting of a 
configuration rule and a scheduled task 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. The administrative database contains a database of the policies that 
are enforceable and hence the policy can be selected as claimed (column 3, line 
54 - column 4, line 10, Barroux). However, Barroux does not teach the use of 
inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
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would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

30. With regards to claim 30, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, wherein when the policy is a scheduled task, further comprising 
computer code that causes performance of the task by the agent when the 
scheduled task is to be performed 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. The administrative database contains a database of the policies that 
are enforceable and hence the policy can be selected as claimed (column 3, line 
54 - column 4, line 10, Barroux). The task inherently is performed as claimed, or 
else there is no purpose to having the task. However, Barroux does not teach 
the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
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purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 



31 . With regards to claim 31 , Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, further comprising computer code that selectively transmits data from a 
software repository of the policy orchestrator server to the device via the agent 
corresponding to the device 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. Barroux's design has with software transferred to the network device 
through the agent (column 11, line 40 - column 14, line 23, Barroux). However, 
Barroux does not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 
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32. With regards to claim 32, Barroux teaches through Ries, the computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources via a computer 
network, further comprising computer code that transmits an agent installation 
module by the policy orchestrator server to the device for installation of the 
corresponding agent on the device 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and 
resources. Barroux's design has a software repository and allows for the 
software to be delivered and installed into the network devices (column 1 1 , line 
40 - column 14, line 22, Barroux). An agent must be present for such a process 
to occur as claimed. However, Barroux does not teach the use of inherited 
policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for 
network monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the 
invention, to have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the 
purpose of measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an 
information system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 

33. With regards to claim 33, Barroux teaches through Ries, a computer program 
product for management of a network of devices and resources available to the 
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devices via a computer network, comprising: computer code that contains a 
network directory defining a hierarchical tree structure containing nodes 
corresponding to the network of devices and defining policies corresponding to 
and to be enforced upon the resources available to the devices; computer code 
that facilitates communication between a policy orchestrator server and the 
network directory to facilitate accessing data from and storing data to the 
network directory, the data relating to the nodes of the hierarchical tree structure 
corresponding to the devices and to the policies corresponding to the resources; 
computer code that facilitates communication between an agent and the policy 
orchestrator server and the resources corresponding to the device, the agent 
computer code being adapted to enforce the policies corresponding to the 
resources contained in the network directory, wherein the policies corresponding 
to the resources of each device are selectively inherited down the hierarchical 
tree structure of the network directory; and a computer readable medium that 
stores said computer codes 

(Barroux teaches a system for managing a network of devices and resources. 
A GUI is provided to view the network from a hierarchical level (topology) 
(column 4, lines 49-52, Barroux). Barroux's design also allows for policy defining 
and enforcing (column 3, line 64 - column 4, line 14, Barroux). This includes the 
search of the network and policy handling techniques claimed. In addition, 
Barroux's design has agents within each device to assist in monitoring and 
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managing the network (column 3, lines 41-53, Barroux). However, Barroux does 

not teach the use of inherited policies. 

Ries also teaches a design for monitoring a network. Ries' design though 
does allow for policies to be inherited (column 3, lines 13-16, Ries). 

While both Barroux's design and Ries' design disclose methods for network 
monitoring, it is Ries' design that teaches the use of inherited policies. It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art, during the time of the invention, to 
have combined the teachings of Ries with those of Barroux, for the purpose of 
measuring performance and monitoring service quality within an information 
system (column 2, lines 62-65, Ries)). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is 703-305- 
7209. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 703-308-5221 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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